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Lehigh Valley Amateur Radio Club  (W3OI) Meeting Minutes

Date:  February 1, 2005

The meeting was called to order by President Wolfe at 1930 Hrs, (EST / EDST).

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance, then a moment of silence was observed for Silent 
Keys. 

There were a total of 15 members in attendance, and the club was joined by 6 guests.  The following 
Board Members were present at the meeting: Rod – n3xg, Paul – n0kia, Walt – ke3sp,
Robin – kb3gzv, Phil – kb3hmk

Corrections Additions to the minutes: None noted

Approved by: Walt – ke3sp
Second by: Bill – ka3rbh
Carried (Y/N) Y

Treasurer’s Report (Paul - N0KIA)
Previous balance $1,119.38
Ending balance $1,194.25

Approved by: Bill – ka3rbh
Second by: Mark – n3ulr
Carried: (Y/N) Y

Committee Reports:
Repeater: Rod reports that the 146.94 repeater was causing interference with  

another repeater in N.J.. The problem was looked into and taken care of. The problem with  
147.135 repeater was addressed. There were e-mail correspondents sent and received from both sides. 
The problem was rectified.

Program: Phil reports that tonight’s program will be Paul (n0kia) doing his part 1 of intro to 
basic electronics. March will be Paul again doing part 2. We will plan to have a dinner meeting in April. 
The proposed date will be the 19th. The proposed site will be the Friendly’s in Whitehall. Phil will send 
an e-mail out to see what kind of response the club gets. Once it is confirmed, Phil let everyone know. 
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1,194.25

Volunteer Examiners: No testing was done for January. The club has allowed w3ok to put a link on there website for 
any members who want to take the tests. Our V.E.s will help out w3ok when possible. The Sunday before the test 
date will be the be the cut off deadline to register to take the test.

Field Day: At this time the Board members will divide up the tasks for field day. 
The club is looking into 3 new sights for this year. A possible sight should be known by next meeting. The club 
wants to get back to basics. This way, if an emergency arises, we will know what to do.

Web Site: The website is up and running.

Education: The A.R.R.L. took the advice of the instructors and is putting a link on the website for people 
to look up dates and locations for classes and testing.

Old Business: The board has approved $200 be allocated for a 501c3. Rod is currently researching it. It will 
benefit the club. The secretary would like to thank Bob (wa3jse) for the donation of a mini tape recorder. This will 
help to take notes for the meeting.

New Business: The board met for the new year. They looked into any form of fundraising. The idea for a 
pre-meeting auction was discussed. The proposed month will be in June. Members can auction off ham related 
items. The club will then get a portion of the profits. Frank (w3ftu) will be handling it. The W3OI club would like 
to send their condolences to Frank (w3ftu) for the loss of his mother-in-law. A sympathy card was signed by the 
members at the meeting and will be sent to him and his family. 

 New members/Guests: Craig Traverson (n3tsy) – new member 
Dave Marsh (w3amc) – new member
Bob Yankovich (n3qzr) – guest
Charlie Lazarchak (w3dea) – guest
Breanna Lazarchak – guest
Bryan Williams (aa3wm) – guest
Ricky Elrod (kb3llm) – guest 

New Members Motion to Accept by: Mark – n3ulr
Second by: Mike – kb3lod
Carried (Y/N) Y

The LVARC Monthly Business Meeting Closed at 2000 hrs, EST.  
Motion by: Mark – n3ulr
Second by: Dave – w3amc
In favor: Y

Respectfully Submitted de KB3HMK, Secretary.    
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The LVARC to Hold
Dinner Meeting

The LVARC will be having a dinner meeting in 
April, 2005.  The date, time and place will be announced.  
Additional information will be heard at the meeting and/or on 
the Monday Night RACES/ARES nets.



LVARC Activities/Events
Mark your Calendar

 LVARC / W3OI     

March, 2005 

DON’T FORGET
The LVARC VE program. If you  know someone would 
like to become a ham or if you want to upgrade your 

license, the LVARC can help!

Contact Mark (AK3M) for details 
(610-865-9183 or AK3M@rcn.com)
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mailto:rmckay@orlandosentinel.com


 LVARC / W3OI     

March, 2005 

mailto:aa30f@arrl.net
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2005 Dues Are Due

Dues keep the LVARC  strong and 
allow us to contribute to Operation Ho 
Ho and the ARRL, buy pizza, 
finance Field Day and more.  Dues 
are one way the LVARC stays 
“afloat.”  The good news, is that 
dues will  REMAIN THE SAME AS 
LAST YEAR (and the year before)!

    Regular Dues (includes
    autopatch) ........   $17.00

    Family Dues ......  $3.00

    Associate 
    (non-ham) ........... $5.00

I’m gonna 

re-new now !!!

Why Join/Renew 

Membership In 

the LVARC ?

Why should you join the 
LVARC?  What do you get for 

your membership?  What 
does 

the LVARC have to offer?
You get great programs, a 
monthly newsletter, dinner 
meetings, soon to be Tech 

classes, Field Day, a terrific 
web site, informative, friendly 
members, a holiday party, 

special programs (Operation 
Ho Ho), participation in 

community activities, group ARRL 
purchases, a dedicated 

RACES/ARES program, pizza 
meetings, access to an autopatch 

and much more!!
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IMPORTANT LVARC 

VE TEST SESSION 

INFORMATION

LVARC
VE

Program

mailto:AK3M@rcn.com
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http://www.qsl.net/kf4trd/lessons.htm
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Drive 

Carefully ..

School Is
Open!
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 An Update on the CW Requirement

http://www.arrl.org/news/restructuring2/faq.html
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FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell announced January 21 
that he'll step down, effective ''sometime in March.'' 
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http://www.qsl.net/k4adl/
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Erik Geissenhainer, 
left, president of the 
OSU Amateur Radio 
Club and a graduate 
student in electrical 
and computer 
engineering, joins 
Garrett Rysko, a 
sophomore in 
electrical engineering, 
to put up the club's 
new antenna on 
Sunday. 

Charlie Litchfield 
The Daily Barometer

Club uses HAM radio to make contact the old-fashioned way

By Andrew D. Nealon  - The Daily Barometer

They call it "the shack," a throw-back to classic HAM 
radio. But Snell 229 is hardly a shack. Under 
complex maps of the earth, among tables of wire 
and antenna, lies equipment that lets the OSU 
Amateur Radio Club talk to the world.

"I've talked to a guy in Brazil recently, and some 
kids in California commemorating the Challenger 
explosion," said station manager Zane Kenney.

"People talk about everything from politics to health 
problems," explained club president Erik 
Geissenhainer. "And, it's a common misconception 
that we talk to truckers. CB and HAM are completely 
different."

The majority of club members are electronic and 
computer engineering majors.

"The club offers great practical application 
experience; that's why I joined," said Garrett Rysko, 
a sophomore in electrical engineering and club 
member.

"You could map out equations for this cable all day 
but not know how to actually put it together," 
Geissenhainer said. "That's why the club is such a 
great thing; you can learn here."

HAM radio is still used for emergency contact, but it 
is now primarily a hobby for enthusiasts.
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"It used to be if you were a electronics guy you had to be into HAM, but the Internet 
and computers have changed that," Kenney said. But computers have not limited 
HAM radio's popularity within its own circle.

Some HAM radio operators have even used the Internet to complement their hobby, 
posting pictures and text to Web sites to aid discussion.

"Plus, more people using computers and cell phones to talk opens frequencies for me 
to use," Geissenhainer joked.

The club has seen hard times in the last few years. Membership has been down, and 
the primary source of funding is from sporadic donations.

However, the club seems to be moving ahead. Members are committed to their cause 
and spent last Sunday morning pitching antennas on the roof of Snell Hall.

With a field trip to a HAM radio rummage sale and multiple meetings planned to 
learn about equipment, the club keeps busy.

"We hope to get some newer equipment at the sale," Geissenhainer said. The club 
currently works with equipment spanning from the '70s to the mid-'90s, when it made 
its last radio purchase. But age seems less important to the Amateur Radio Club 
members, who still express pride in their Morse code skills.

"We have a very hands-on theme; our members are all involved, whether it be on top 
of the building or just coming in to talk to their families on our radios," Geissenhainer 
said.

The equipment and techniques offer a unique view of the world before the Internet 
became the primary method used to transmit information long distance.

The members compare HAM radio to modern-day chat rooms.

They don't feel misplaced among the super-fast world of computers, either.

"We use it to complement our hobby," Kenney said.

"It's just a lot of fun," Rysko offered.

W7OSU, the Amateur Radio Club, meets Wednesday nights at 8 p.m. in Snell 229. All 
are welcome to attend.

See:  http://barometer.orst.edu/vnews/display.v/ART/2005/02/01/41ffb8dec4e7f

http://barometer.orst.edu/vnews/display.v/ART/2005/02/01/41ffb8dec4e7f

